
Another Busy Summer 
Sunday worship services in 
July and August were once 
again very well attended.    
We have been thankful to 
see more local visitors at 
worship services as well as 
many "vacationers."  We 
estimated, from the number 
of  chairs needed, that  
some mid-summer services 
were attended by more than 
200 people.  Thankfully, the 
main area of  the Curling 
Club was again available, 
and we were able to 
welcome all of  the visitors. 

 
nnn

  

Preaching & Teaching  
In the mornings, we have recently 
finished a series  on the Epistle of  
James, and have now returned to a 
series of  sermons on Genesis.  We 
are presently on chapter 26, working 

through the life of  Isaac, and 
focusing on the Lord’s fulfillment of  
His covenant promises to Abraham. 
In the afternoon services, we are 
continuing through the Heidelberg 
Catechism.  For a few weeks, we 
have paused on Q&A 89 for a series 

on the “Mortification of  the Old 
Man.”  Wednesday evening Bible 
studies continue on the Gospel of  
Luke, we have been thankful to see a 
f ew more v i s i t o r s f rom the 
community coming to these studies 
over the past weeks as well. 

Worshipping and working in a small 
church plant often has a much different 
feel than being in an established 
church.  In larger churches, there can 
be a sense that much of  the work of  
building was completed in the past.  
What is now needed is maintenance, 
and perhaps some renovation and 
addition.  Consistories have been long 
established, there are Sunday schools, 
Bible study routines, and Christian 
schools that were established by 
grandparents or great-grandparents.  
There is a certain stability, and often a 
great blessing, in standing on time-
tested foundations! 

A church plant, however, is in a whole 
different situation.  It almost feels like a 
different world.  We sometimes wonder, 
and questions begin to swirl about in 
our hearts.  In six months, will there be 
fifteen people in church on Sunday or 
fifty?  Will we be worshipping in a 
“sanctuary,” an arena, or perhaps a 
barn?  What will it be like for children 
to grow up with some of  these 

uncertainties?  What work remains to 
be done before we are “established” as 
a church?   When is the time to move 
forward with the next steps?  How hard 
should we work at one area or another, 
while there is so much uncertainty, and 
so much to be done?  Should we dig  
deeper first, or begin building walls? 

Thankfully, the LORD has often 
reminded us through His Word and 
providence that this is not our work.  It 
is not our plan that is being worked 
out, and we do not control the 
timeline.  We have been thankful to see 
how even setbacks and unexpected 
changes in plans has been necessary to 
build a firmer, and a surer foundation.  
We have been learning to trust that the 
LORD will add to and strengthen His 
church in His own ways, and that He 
will gather in His sheep.  Our hope 
and prayer is that we would learn not 
to labouring in vain, but that we would 
always trust that it is the LORD that 
builds the house, even while we labour 
as His servants, to His glory!

z The Builder z 
“Except the LORD build the house, They labour in vain who build it.” - Ps. 127:1
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